
NINA SUREL 

B. 1971, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Nina Surel is a Miami-based multidisciplinary artist from Argentina. Her 
work investigates the relationship between earthly matter and the 
human body. She is inspired by rites of passage and themes related to 
fertility. Her practice incorporates techniques such as video, 
photography, painting, sculpture, performance, and installation.  

Surel studied Fashion Design at the University of Buenos Aires and 
Stage and Costume Design at the Arts Institute of Teatro Colón in 
Buenos Aires. Her work has been exhibited nationally and 
internationally in galleries and institutions in the United States, Europe, 
and Latin America. Surel’s works have been featured in group 
exhibitions at the Church of San Matteo in Lucca, Italy, the Museum of 
Latin American Art (MOLAA) in Long Beach, California, the Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MOCA) in North Miami, Florida, the Boca 
Raton Museum of Art in Florida, Miami International Airport, and 
Orlando Museum of Art. In addition, she recently presented a public 
art ceramic wall sculpture in the Design District (Miami, FL), organized 
by Karen Grimson, curator of the Craig Robins Collection and Director 
of Cultural Programming; Surel debuted a solo booth presentation at 
Art Basel Miami Beach (2024) with Spinello Projects. Surel is the 
winner of Miami Beach’s Legacy Purchase Program (2024), her work is 
in permanent collections of City of Miami Beach Public Art Collection 
(Miami Beach, FL) and El Espacio 23 (Miami, FL). Surel lives and works 
in Miami, and is represented by Spinello Projects.
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MIAMI ARTIST NINA SUREL’S NEW CERAMICS CHRONICLE 
THE MYRIAD EXPERIENCES OF WOMANHOOD

Body of Work

As life transforms the human anatomy, so does a portion of clay in the artist’s 

hands—at least, that’s how multidisciplinary-artist-turned-ceramicist Nina Surel sees it. 

 “There’s a deep connection between clay and the body,” says the Miami-based creative. 

“I work with clay for its boundless transformative qualities and deep historical references, and 

because it’s a material that will outlast us.”

 She would know. For the past few years, Surel has been experimenting with the medium, 

and her efforts make up Greta Chamotta/Great Love, a new series with which she will make 

her Art Basel Miami Beach debut this December. The exhibition (organized by Spinello 

Projects for the fair’s NOVA sector) is made up of vessels, mosaic tablets, sculptures, and 

a ceramic wall relief mural made from more than 1,000 pounds of stoneware ceramic with 

grog that Surel describes as an “assemblage of female figures, pagan deities, and gynoids, 

drawing from private and popular memories.” The works explore the connection between 

history, nature, and the female body, a recurring theme in Surel’s work. 

  “Motherhood has been the seed through which my work has 

evolved,” says the artist. “I’m interested in recording the temporalities 

that inhabit our body—aging, hardening, scarring, and mutation—and 

exploring the feminine with its myths and rituals.” 

     While her early work included performances, video, and installations, 

Surel transitioned to ceramics exclusively about three years ago, a move 

that has made her studio more sustainable, with virtually zero waste. 

She appreciates the malleability of clay as she shapes and sculpts it, 

and points to its shrinking and cracking as it dries as a parallel to the 

evolving nature of the female body.

      “I’m constantly inspired by the role women have in making the planet 

more livable,” says Surel. “[Women are the ones making us aware] of 

the need to ensure a more comprehensive and less binary world.” 

ninasurel.com; spinelloprojects.com

N
IN

A
 S

U
RE

L 
PO

RT
RA

IT
 B

Y
 E

LL
IO

T 
&

 E
RI

C
K 

JI
M

EN
EZ

; A
LL

 O
TH

ER
 P

H
O

TO
S 

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y

 O
F 

TH
E 

A
RT

IS
T 

A
N

D
 S

PI
N

EL
LO

 P
RO

JE
C

TS
 

 

TEXT KELLEY MARCELLUS

ABOVE: A Conch Called Snail, 2024, underglaze on stoneware. The female figures in Surel’s 
work are often fragmented body parts combined with features from animals or plants.

BELOW: Nina Surel is making her Art Basel debut 
with works that investigate the relationship 

between earthly elements and the female body.

LEFT: The Holder, 2024, underglaze on stoneware. Surel infuses her pieces 
with a surrealistic medley of botanical, mythical, and bodily forms. In this 
case, the Attalea palm tree, exaggerated into shapes resembling breasts, 
serves as a symbol of fertility and transformation.

ABOVE: Beauty Berry, 2024, underglaze on stoneware 
over wood. This piece alludes to the themes of 
slow sexuality, transformation, and the beauty of 
imperfection through motifs that include ovaries, 
native Florida beauty berries, and human cells.
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