
Bor n Joseph Tet t eh- Ashong,  Paa Joe i s a 
second- gener at i on f ant asy cof f i n maker ,  an ar t i st i c 
t r adi t i on i mpor t ant  ar ound Ghana?s capi t al  Accr a.  
Known as abeduu adeka,  or  ?pr over b boxes, ? t hese 
end- of - l i f e vessel s i l l ust r at e Ghanai an bel i ef s on 
l i f e and deat h.  Wor ki ng si nce t he mi d- 1970s,  t he 
ar t i st  has car ved and pai nt ed f i gur at i ve cof f i ns t o 
r esembl e l i vi ng and i nani mat e obj ect s,  symbol i c t o 
t he deceased ( a car r ot  f or  a f ar mer ,  an eagl e f or  a 
communi t y l eader ,  a f i sh f or  a f i sher man,  et c. ) .  
Af t er  r ecei vi ng accl ai m f r om t he gl obal  ar t  communi t y 
f ol l owi ng an exhi bi t i on at  Cent r e Pompi dou ( Par i s,  
Fr ance)  i n 1989,  Paa Joe?s pr act i ce has evol ved,  wi t h 
smal l er - scal e scul pt ur al  boxes added t o hi s oeuvr e as 
wel l  as new symbol s keepi ng wi t h changi ng t i mes,  such 
as mobi l e phone and Ai r  Jor dan- shaped cof f i ns.  Hi s 
wor k i s i ncl uded i n numer ous i nst i t ut i onal  
col l ect i ons i ncl udi ng The Br i t i sh Museum ( London,  
Engl and) ,  The Br ookl yn Museum ( Br ookl yn,  New Yor k) ,  
The Museum of  Fi ne Ar t s,  Bost on ( Massachuset t s) ,  and 
mor e.  Paa Joe l i ves and wor ks i n Kpobi man,  Gr eat er  
Accr a,  Ghana.

Paa Joe


	Superhouse_Paa Joe_Bio
	Page 1


