IULIAN BISERICARU (b.1987)

lulian Bisericaru (b. 1987) graduated from the Painting Department of the University of Arts and
Design Cluj-Napoca (RO) and developed his PhD thesis around the relationship between architecture
and painting, with a critical overview of the ecological ideology.

Born in the suburbs of Sibiu, Transylvania confronted with the memories of an intense and then
abandoned industrial era, lulian Bisericaru has always felt an attachment to the environment, and
explores so often in his numerous trips or residencies abroad. He is a declared admirer of Edward
Hopper’s painting, for its solitary and melancholic atmosphere, or of the work of Hurvin Anderson,
for his fantastical consideration of landscape before its real exploration. He also has a deep
appreciation for David Salle, from a visual point of view, over the complexity of his compositions, of
Robert Motherwell or Peter Doig, in an expanded view of painting with multiple perspectives,
especially in the case of the latter.

The fascination that Bisericaru has for depicting such a luxuriant nature is also connected with his
childhood hikes, with a deep appreciation for an ineffable element that remains wild and unaltered,
beyond feeling strongly about ecology. The ghosts of the former excessive industrial exploitations or
cataclysms such as the one in Chernobyl are accompanied in his works by an environmental crisis
that will be generated by the water deficit or by the climate changes that we are living through now.
lulian Bisericaru claims that we are sabotaging our world, yet in his studio — as we can suspect, with
no less pleasure — he creates a lively and dynamic approach, in a free rapport with colours. He works
with the rhythm and movement of his paintings. He creates various layers, firmly converging from
the figurative to the abstract. The painter scrutinizes the details, using his eyesight as the zooming
lens of a scientific device, and stops over the details of the cacti, well-known for surviving through
drought. He makes them portraits of victors, contrasting between pink hues that symbolize pollution,
the artificial, anxiety-connected, with an infinite array of green nuances. The ochre, brown, or grey
hues connect the two worlds.

Especially in his most recent works, lulian Bisericaru likes to draw us in the influence of Neo Rauch
over his work, evoking industrial alienation and on a more general level, the resulting social issues.
These topics allowed the two artists to build a subtle critique of the past, since the present always
sends us back to other times.

The social critique is underlined by the Romanian artist through disparate elements that are
connected in his painterly collages, without a hierarchy of any kind or central perspective. By bringing
together all of these points of view, lulian Bisericaru draws information without imposing a precise
narrative.
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Aurora Kiraly (b.1970)

Graduated from the National University of Arts Bucharest (1994) and from ECUMest - Mastére
Specialisé Européen en Management des Entreprises Culturelles (1999). Between 2001-2008 she
coordinated Galeria Noua, a space dedicated to photography and experimental film, where she
organized over 200 exhibitions and events. Since 2007 she has been teaching at the Department of
Photography and Dynamic Image at the National University of Art in Bucharest. Her artistic projects
are realized in various media: photography, drawing, object, textile collage, installation.

Aurora Kiraly explores how the mind records, relives, remembers. She is particularly interested in
exploring feminist theories in relation with identity-making and the status of women in society. Her
works relates to complex connections between events, public and private sphere of experience.

During the 1990s and the 2000s, her projects explored the capacity of photography to record the
quotidian, by combining auto-referential fragments with documentary aspects of day-to-day life (e.g.
Melancholia, 1997 - 1999).

In addition to these, she is carrying out documentary projects on the visual arts scene in Romania
from the second part of the 20th century to the present - the book Photography in Contemporary
Art. Trends in Romania after 1989 (2006), the series of interviews Witnesses XXI - Revisiting the past
(2008-2012) and Dialogues in the Studio: about artistic practices in contemporary art (2019).

2009-2012 - Doctoral studies, National University of Arts, Bucharest

2013 - PhD in Visual Arts, National University of Arts, Bucharest, thesis title: Photography in
Contemporary Romanian Art, scientific coordinator: Prof. Ruxandra Demetrescu.
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